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AGENDA  

1.	 Notice of Meeting 

2.	 Apologies 

3.	 Adoption of Minutes of the 65th Annual General Meeting held on August 31, 2025 and business arising. 

4.	 Presentation, Consideration and Adoption of the 66th Annual Report and Financial Statements. 

5.	 Notices of Motion on recommendations of Board of Management. 

6.	 Affiliation with SLSSA. 

7.	 Club Membership Fees for season 2026/27

8.	 Declaration of Vacancies of Present Committee

9.	 Election of Officers for season 2026/27

10. 	 Presentation of Service Awards

11.	 Election of Life Members

NOTICE OF THE 66TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE SOMERTON SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 

INCORPORATED, AFFILIATED WITH SURF LIFE SAVING SOUTH AUSTRALIA, WHICH WILL BE HELD AT THE 

SOMERTON SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB ON SUNDAY 30 AUGUST 2026 AT 10AM SHARP. THE MEETING WILL BE 

HELD AT THE SOMERTON SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB

AGM 2O26



3

Somerton SLSC would like to say thank you and acknowledges the support of:

Surf Life Saving Australia and their major sponsors Ampol, DHL Isuzu Ute, Westpac, Kellogg;s Nutri-Grain, Qantas.

Surf Life Saving South Australia and major state sponsors Government of South Australia, Infront Surf Craft,

Sharkskin, Kozii, West Beach Parks, Freemasons, Badges and Medals, and OpSys
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CONSTITUTION 
EXTRACT  
NAME
The name of the incorporated 
association is Somerton Surf Life Saving 
Club Incorporated 

OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the club shall be:

(a) participate as a member of Surf 
Life Saving South Australia (SLSSA) 
and Surf Life Saving Australia Limited 
(SLSA) through and by which surf 
lifesaving and the protection and 
preservation of life in the aquatic 
environment can be conducted, 
encouraged, promoted, advanced 
and administered;

(b) conduct, encourage, promote and 
administer lifesaving and the Club 
as a beneficial, volunteer, member-
based, community service, charity 
and emergency service throughout, 
and for the safety and protection of 
the community, in the Somerton Area;

(c) at all times promote mutual trust and 
confidence within the Club in pursuit 
of these Objects;

(d) at all times act on behalf of and in 
the interest of the Members and surf 
lifesaving; (e) promote the economic, 
community and emergency service 
success, strength and stability of the 
Club;

(f) affiliate and otherwise liaise with 
SLSSA and SLSA in the pursuit of these 
Objects;

(g) conduct, encourage, promote and 
advance the relief of human distress 
in the aquatic environment through 
and by the application and provision 
of lifesaving standards, equipment, 
techniques and awards;

(h) conduct, encourage, promote 
and advance aquatic safety and 
management and the protection 
and preservation of life in the aquatic 
environment in the Somerton Area;

(i) use and protect the Intellectual 
Property the Club, SLSSA and SLSA in 
pursuit of these Objects;

(j) apply the property and capacity of 
the Club solely towards the fulfilment 
of these Objects;

(k) conduct, encourage, promote and 
advance education and research in, 
surf lifesaving standards, equipment, 
techniques and awards to improve 
and safeguard the use of the aquatic 
environment and the protection and 
safety of the community;

(l) have regard to the public safety and 
protection and the public interest in its 
operations;

(m) ensure that promotion and 
protection of the aquatic 
environment in the Somerton Area are 
considered in all activities conducted 
by the Club;

(n) promote the health, safety and 
protection of the public and all users 
of the aquatic environment in the 
Somerton Area;

(o) encourage Members to realise their 
potential and athletic abilities by 
extending to them the opportunity of 
education and participation in surf life 
saving activities, regardless of gender 
or age, within the limits of membership 
categories;

(p) establish, grant and support awards 
in honourable public recognition 
of meritorious rescues from the sea, 
deeds of exceptional bravery from 
time to time performed in the course 
of promoting the health, safety and 
protection of the public; and

(q) undertake all such things or activities 
as are necessary, incidental or 
conducive to the advancement of 
these Objects.

CLUB COLOURS
The club colours shall be White, Green 
and Black and shall be subject to the 
approval of the State Centre.

AREA OF OPERATION
The Somerton Surf Life Saving Club 
patrols the area between King Street, 
Brighton and the Broadway, Glenelg : 
some 3 kilometres of coastline.

A static Base Patrol is situated on the 
beach, below the cliff in front of the 
Clubrooms, from which roving patrols to 
both the north and south of the Club are 
coordinated. Constant surveillance of 
the immediate areas is maintained from 
the cliff top and/or from the balcony 
of the Club House. The mobile patrol is 
also coordinated from the main beach 
patrol and each patrolling day the IRB 
regularly patrols from King Street in the 
south to the Broadway in the north. This 
extends our boundaries of patrolling 
operations to in excess of five kilometres 
thus ensuring that all beach between 
Somerton and the neighbouring clubs is 
well and truly covered

LIFE  
MEMBERS
Douglas Gray *
Peter Brown *
Forbes Weir *
Robin Kidney *
Anthony Kidney*
Allan McDonough *
Phil Lambourne *
Keith Sangster *
Anthony Dyer *
Dick Cabban *
Robert Golding
Robert Hood Snr *
Maxwell Golding *
Dean Hammond *
Robert Hood Jnr
Peter Hood
Paul Lewandowski
James McCaul
Dorothy Hammond *
Francis (Gary) Miller *
Steven Miller
Matthew Fletcher
Timothy Fletcher
Andrew Whitington
Jason Bradley
Andrew Holt
David Meaney
Sarah Bradley
Stephen Cornish
Michelle Cornish
Andrew Meaney
Char Hood
Raymond Nussio
Louise Fletcher
William Smith
Warwick Holland
Neill Hogg *
Melissa Millsteed
Catherine Frost
Mark Williams
Robin McBride
Donald Smith *
Marg Lamerton
James McBride
Margie Brown
Barry Jones 
Anne-Marie McBride
Alan Winson

* deceased

FOUNDATION 
MEMBERS
		
Robin Kidney  *		
Phil Lambourne	 * 	

* deceased
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VICE PATRONS 
PATRON
The Mayor of the City of Holdfast Bay, Mayor
Amanda Wilson

VICE PATRONS
Sarah Andrews MP, State Member for Gibson

The Hon Stephen Patterson MP, Member for
Morphett

Louise Miller-Frost, Member for Boothby

HONORARY LEGAL ADVISOR
Mrs Ashlee Provis

SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS 
AIR WHOLESALERS
ALL-TECH SECURITY
AXELENT AUSTRALIA
BOB HOOD MAITENANCE SERVICES
BRIGHTON CITY MEATS
CMV GROUP
COMBO INDUSTRIES
CUSTOM BUILT NEW HOMES
GOOD DAY
HEARTLAND WINES
LGT WEALTH
LIVEWIRE DIGITAL
OPTIMAL AIR & REFRIGERATION
RJE GLOBAL
SA CONSTRUCT
SASH - SPORT & SPINAL HEALTH
SOMERTON PARK ROTARY CLUB
SOUTH COAST WINDOW TINTING
STUBBIES INK

2025-2026 GRANTS 

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT
BEACH EQUIPMENT SAFETY FUND
STRONGER COMMUNITIES GRANT

GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES 
COMMISSION  
OFFICE FOR RECREATION & SPORT
DEPT OF PREMIER & CABINET
MINISTER FOR SMALL & FAMILY BUSINESS
MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

OTHER FUNDING
GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA - EMERGENCY 
SERVICES FUND
CITY OF HOLDFAST BAY
SURF LIFE SAVING SOUTH AUSTRALIA

CLUB STRUCTURE 
President, Surf Sports Coach - Brad Keighran
Vice President, Youth Coordinator - Ali Hill
Secretary, Grants Officer - Louise Lawson
Treasurer - Jerry Toon
Club Captain, Trainer Coach, James McBride
Director: Governance, Tim Jasson
Director: Facilities, Sponsorship Officer - Troy 
Bettineschi
Director: Commercial Operations - Sam Johns
Registrar - Emma Parkinson-Lawrence
Vice Captain & Gear Steward - Greg Brown
Junior Coordinator - Sarah Niemann
Junior Administrator - Leanne Hoxey
Chief Instructor, Assessor, Trainer - John Stewart
Comms Officer & Events Coordinator - Tash Jasson
IRB Captain, Assessor, Trainer - Craig Brown
Boat Captain - Grant Turner
Board & Ski Captain - Richie Mayfield
Beach Captain - Lisa Window
Swim Captain - Janet Denton
First Aid Officer - Dave Provis
ATV Captain - Tony Brumfield
Race Steward - Sarah Cutbush
Officials Coord., Sen. Comp Officer - Loo Keighran
Member Protection Officer - Rhianna Hedley
Jr. Competition Officers - Kathy & Ben Clegett
Life Saving Advisor, Trainer - Rob McBride
Volunteers Coordinator - Marian McAllister
Gym Manager, Coach - Duncan Tippins
Club Maintenance Manager - Bob Hood
Honorary Legal Advisor - Ashlee Provis
Honorary Club Chaplain - Barbara Paull-Hunt
SomerSeals Coordinator - Margie Brown
Water Cover Coordinator - Drew Hoxey
Buddy Bar Manager - Megan Rebuli
Merchandise Manager - Jasmine Heaney
Accounting support - Davey Taylor
Assessor	 - Ray Nussio
Trainer - Johnny Annear
Trainer - Connor Fear
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It is with great pride, and no small amount of gratitude, 
that I present the President’s Report for the 2025/26 
season at Somerton Surf Life Saving Club.

This was a season none of us saw coming. The algal 
bloom that settled along our coastline changed the 
shape of almost everything we do: how we patrolled, 
how our nippers trained, how many people came to 
the beach, and how our bistro and kiosk traded. Clubs 
up and down the coast felt it. 

What I will remember about 2025/26 is not the 
disruption itself, but the response to it. Our members 
adapted, week after week, to whatever was in front 
of them. Our Board made careful decisions under 
real uncertainty. Our volunteers kept turning up. And 
rather than simply holding on, we finished the season 
stronger than we started it, with a record grants result, 
a redevelopment plan in place, a new program 
launched and a club that is financially sound and 
ready for what comes next.

That is the measure of a club’s culture, and ours is 
a good one: inclusive, service-minded, resilient and 
unfailingly generous with time. This report is as much a 
celebration of our members as it is a summary of the 
year.

Board of Management
Our Board carried a heavy load this season and 
carried it well. My sincere thanks to Ali Hill, Lou Lawson, 
James McBride (Club Captain), Troy Bettineschi, Tim 
Jasson, Jerry Toon and Sam Johns. Every one of them 
has given hours well beyond anything that could 
reasonably be expected.

Lifesaving – Our Core Mission
Our patrolling season opened in early October and 
ran through to Easter Monday. Given the conditions 
our lifesavers faced, every one of those hours was 
hard-earned.

Eight patrol teams covered our beach, led by people 
who prepare properly, brief clearly and run disciplined 
operations.  Thank you all. 

None of it happens without a roster, and Ali Hill again 
built and rebuilt ours with precision across the whole 
season. My thanks also to James McBride for his 
leadership as Club Captain, and to Greg Brown as 
Vice Captain — across patrol operations, gear and 
equipment, the Emergency Operations Group and the 
painstaking work of maintaining our patrol logs and 
service records. Much of what Greg does happens 
quietly. The club runs better because of it, and he 
was a deserving winner of the Club Captain Award. 
Congratulations too to Patrol Group H, our Patrol 
Group of the Year.

Training and Education
Our lifesaving capability rests on training, and this 
was an outstanding year for it. Our training team 
delivered all 122 proficiencies, ran two full Bronze 
Medallion courses producing 14 new Bronze Medallion 
holders, and guided 14 of our youth through their 
Surf Rescue Certificate. That pipeline is what builds 
patrol depth and keeps us rescue-ready. Thank you to 
Chief Instructor John Stewart and to every instructor 
and assessor who gave up their weekends to make it 
happen.

A special acknowledgement to Ray Nussio, who 
retires from the training team ahead of the coming 
season. Ray’s contribution to our patrol capability over 
many years is immeasurable, and it was never more 
appreciated than this season.

Membership – Holding Steady
Membership was where the bloom hit hardest across 
the movement. Some clubs saw numbers fall by more 
than 30 per cent. Ours fell by 14. Just as importantly, 
our active, long service and life member numbers 
did not change at all, which meant no impact on our 
ability to staff patrols.

That did not happen by accident. Our juniors and 
nipper families were the most affected, and the Junior 
Committee’s adaptive plan for the season, together 
with a much fuller social calendar, is the reason we 
held on to so many of them.   
 
Our key vounteers are the machinery that keeps a 
club running, and it is largely invisible until it stops.

Juniors and Youth
Our nippers are the lifeblood of this club, and 111 
Nippers and Shrimps pulled on their coloured caps 
this season. We also welcomed 30 ‘Come & Try’ 
participants, which is a healthy pipeline of new 
families discovering what Somerton is about. Holding 
those numbers through a season in which the bloom 
repeatedly took our beach away from us is a genuine 
achievement.

That it worked came down to the Junior Committee’s 
willingness to think differently, moving sessions into the 
pool when the beach was not an option and keeping 
families engaged and informed throughout. We also 
invested in the program’s future with six new CTC 
Custom SC-Max nipper boards, which will serve our 
nippers for seasons to come.

Congratulations to our Junior Club Captains, Oscar 
Niemann and Maya Stephan, who represented the 
club superbly all season, and to our Nippers of the 
Year, Holly Knights and Benjamin Lovejoy. I hope to 
see all four of you continue your lifesaving journey with 
Somerton for many years yet.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
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Perhaps the result that says the most about the 
program is this: Somerton placed third in Nipper Club 
of the Year. That award is not about medals. It is about 
children building confidence in the ocean, learning 
new skills, looking out for one another and belonging 
to something. That is exactly what our program 
delivers.

An enormous amount of volunteer work sits behind all 
of it. Thank you to every Age Group Manager, coach, 
official, trailer driver, beach setup crew member and 
parent who simply helped where they were needed. 
Thank you to Sarah Niemann as Junior Coordinator, 
and to the Junior Committee, Leanne, Rhianna, Mel, 
Heidi and James, whose teamwork and adaptability 
made this season what it was. 
 
Youth 
Somersquad had another strong year, built on the 
same mix of training, personal development and 
social connection that has made it such a successful 
program. 11 members earned their Surf Rescue 
Certificate, while John Stewart guided six youth 
members through their Bronze Medallion. Several went 
further again, including their Silver Medallion Aquatic 
Rescue. That appetite to keep building skills is exactly 
what we want to see, and it flows straight back into 
our patrol capability.

We were well represented at both state youth camps 
this season, with Lily and Fletcher attending the Youth 
Leadership Camp in December and Jacob and 
Ashton the Youth Development Camp in April. Well 
done.

The highlight was undoubtedly the annual Youth 
Camp at Chiton Rocks. That is culture being handed 
down in real time, and it is why this group is such an 
important one for the club. My thanks to Ali Hill for her 
leadership of the program. 

Her Wave
One of the most exciting developments of the year 
was the launch of Her Wave in July, a new program 
for female members aged 11 to 25 and their female 
parents and caregivers. Built around four pillars 
— a speaker series, fitness and skill development, 
social connection, and community engagement 
and volunteering — it is designed to lift female 
participation and keep young women connected 
to the club through the years we most often lose 
them. Thank you to Sarah Niemann and Lou Lawson 
for getting it off the ground. I am looking forward to 
watching it grow. 
 

Sport
Once again Somerton punched well above their 
weight. We had great resultrs across both Junior and 
Senior championships (check out the reports).  Most 
pleasing was the return of R&R under Rhianna and 
Champion Lifesaver driven by Duncan. The balance is 
right when we can offer competition acorss all facets 
of life saving.

Finance
Somerton finished the year in a strong position. We 
recorded an operating surplus of $24,857 — our 
second consecutive surplus — and remain entirely 
debt free. Net assets strengthened to $387,145 and 
cash at bank grew by $127,227 to close at $379,754, 
though members should note that a significant portion 
of that cash is committed to grant-funded projects 
to be delivered in 2026/27 rather than sitting as 
unrestricted reserves. 

The bloom left its mark on the bottom line. 
Membership fees came in at $52,848 against $56,921 
the year before, and bar sales were down through 
what should have been our peak season. A $15,000 
grant helped us absorb the response costs. Set against 
that, the bistro and kiosk sub-leases delivered their first 
full year together, with rent income rising to $106,252. 
Cost pressures were real, with premises expenses 
climbing to $135,504 on higher insurance, energy and 
council rent. 

A surplus in a year like this one is a genuinely good 
outcome, and my thanks go to the board and 
especially Jerry Toon for his stewardship. 

Grants – A Record Year
This was, without question, the standout result of the 
season. Somerton was awarded $687,200 across 
ten successful applications. That figure includes the 
$500,000 federal MLCI commitment for our building 
upgrade, secured with the support of Louise Miller-
Frost MP, and two grants from the State Government’s 
Power of Her program — $79,000 towards new female 
change rooms with an accessible toilet, and $5,900 
for the Her Wave program and equipment. We are 
the first surf club in the state to receive Power of Her 
infrastructure funding, from a very competitive stream.
 
Alongside those, we secured funding through the 
Active Club Program for nipper boards, Powering 
Communities for bistro energy efficiency, SAFECOM 
and the federal Beach Safety Equipment Fund for 
lifesaving equipment, and three separate algal bloom 
grants covering season costs, nipper pool hire and a 
first-floor accessible toilet. 
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This does not happen without someone doing the 
work. Lou Lawson has been relentless in this space 
and deserves enormous credit. Thank you also to Troy 
Bettineschi and Sam Johns for writing the infrastructure 
applications, which is no small task; to Louise Miller-
Frost MP and Sarah Andrews MP for their letters of 
support; to the team at City of Holdfast Bay for their 
approvals; and to Susan Ahmelman and the Grant 
Seeking Unit at SLSA. 

Facilities and the Master Plan
We now have a Master Plan in place for the 
redevelopment of this club — a set of linked projects 
to commence at the conclusion of season 2026/27. 
It covers the club shed redevelopment and balcony 
extension including a new ATV area, accessible toilets 
on both the ground and first floors, relocation of the 
first aid room and a new training room, and lift and 
lobby approval through City of Holdfast Bay. 

Taken together, this is the most significant investment 
in our facilities in a generation, and it will create a 
platform for the next one. 

Our partnership with Gambell & Sutton at The Bistro 
continued to trade well, and they supported us across 
multiple events through the year, with the End of 
Season Presentation and the Beer & Pie Breakfast the 
standouts for our members. At the kiosk, Penny and 
Ben Wallbridge have been utterly stoic in the face of 
the bloom and the usual battle with the weather. They 
are an essential part of the fabric of this beach, and I 
would encourage every member to keep supporting 
them. 

Sponsorship
My thanks to our Platinum sponsors Axelent, Custom 
Built Homes & Renovations and SA Construct; to Bob 
Hood Maintenance Services for extraordinary in-kind 
support and countless hours maintaining this club; and 
to our long-standing partners Heartland Wines, Stubby 
Ink and Combo Industries. 

Thank you also to our Community Sponsors — SASH 
Physio, Good Day Co, South Coast Window Tinting, 
AIR Wholesalers, Axelent Australia, Brighton City Meats, 
Bayside Bakery and Livewire Digital. Please support 
them where you can. 

Volunteers – The Heart of Somerton
From patrols and training to coaching, officiating, 
fundraising, cooking BBQs, running the Buddy Bar and 
keeping the club maintained — thank you, Bob — our 
volunteers are the heartbeat of Somerton. To every 
member who gave their time in a season that asked 
more of us than most: thank you. You are what makes 
this club strong, welcoming and unique. 

A Change in Leadership
As members will know, this is my final report as 
President. Very proud to represent this club for ten 
years on the board across two periods, including the 
past three as President.

The Board has appointed Troy Bettineschi as President 
for the remainder of the current term - the club is in 
good hands.

Vale Graham Burfield
We lost a very good bloke, and an even better friend, 
this season – Graham “Burf” Burfield.

Graham joined Somerton in 2008, and what followed 
was fourteen years of patrolling between the flags, 
years as an Age Group Manager, countless hours of 
water cover as a Silver Medallion IRB driver, and more 
shifts behind the bar in the Bistro and the Buddy Bar 
than anyone could reasonably count.

His most significant contribution, though, was six 
years on the Board of Management as our Honorary 
Treasurer, steering Somerton through some genuinely 
tough and perilous times. Members who have joined 
more recently may not appreciate how much of what 
we have today rests on the work Graham did back 
then. I do, and I am grateful for it.

It all still feels surreal. Only two weeks before, Burf was 
at our 65th, sharing a beer and a laugh with us.  
 
Lots of love to Helen, Cameron and Kate.  
 
Always Somerton.
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Looking Ahead
To every member of the Somerton family: thank you.  
 
Whether you patrolled through a difficult summer, 
washed down a board, flipped a sausage, coached 
our athletes, wrote a grant application or lent a hand 
at a fundraiser, your contribution is the heartbeat 
of this club. It has been an honour to serve as your 
President, and I will be here as a proud member and a 
passionate supporter for a long time yet. 

Green, White and Black forever. 

Brad Keighran
President 
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For the Year Ending 30 June 2026

It is my pleasure to present the Treasurer’s Report for the year ended 30 June 2026. The audited financial 
statements, prepared by Nexia Edwards Marshall, accompany this report.

The club recorded an operating surplus of $24,857 (2024-25: $50,224), our second consecutive year of surplus, 
while remaining debt free. Net assets strengthened to $387,145 and cash at bank grew by $127,227 to close at 
$379,754. A significant portion of this cash is committed to grant-funded projects to be delivered in 2026-27 and 
is not unrestricted reserves. This result was achieved despite the impact of the algal bloom event on our beach, 
which affected both membership fees ($52,848 vs 2024-25: $56,921) and bar sales during the peak season. The 
club received $15,000 in grant support to assist with the response, and in that context the Board is pleased with 
the year’s outcome.

Grants were the standout result of the year, with $187,880 secured across eight successful applications from 
the Office for Recreation, Sport and Racing, the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, the Department of 
Industry, Science and Resources, Surf Life Saving South Australia, Surf Life Saving Australia, and the SA Fire and 
Emergency Services Commission. Under the accounting standards, $60,916 of this was recognised as revenue in 
2025-26 and the balance is held as a contract liability to be recognised as the funded projects are delivered.

This year’s investments show our effort on grants and our focus on our people. In the junior program, the club 
purchased six new CTC Custom SC-Max nipper boards to directly support our nippers for seasons to come, 
alongside additional Nipper program costs including pool hire to keep our juniors safely in the water through the 
season. For our lifesavers, we invested in essential training equipment, including new CPR training manikins and 
an airway management manikin, so that our members are well trained and ready on the beach. The club also 
took delivery of four new SLSA radios and a six-station charger to improve on-patrol communications, along with 
new batteries for the existing radio fleet, and took delivery of the new Thundercat IRB alongside further surf sports 
(such as the Interceptor double ski) and IRB competition equipment.

I want to put out a big thanks to our sponsors who again underpinned the club’s ability to invest in our members 
and facilities; Platinum sponsors Axelent, Custom Built Homes and Renovations, and SA Construct; Bob Hood 
Maintenance Services for their significant in-kind support; our long-standing sponsors Heartland Wines, Stubby 
Ink and Combo Industries; and all of our Community Sponsors; SASH Physio, Good Day Co, South Coast Window 
Tinting, AIR Wholesalers, Axelent Australia, Brighton City Meats, Bayside Bakery and Livewire Digital, whose 
support of the club is greatly valued.

The bistro and kiosk sub-leases delivered their first full year together, with rent income of $106,252 (2024-25: 
$98,890). Cost pressures continued, with premises expenses rising to $135,504 (2024-25: $110,631) on higher 
insurance, energy and council rent. Competition expense demonstrates strong participation across seniors, 
masters and juniors, and SSLSC continues to subsidize competitor fees in recognition of the value competitions 
bring to member development.

Maintaining a sound financial position protects the longer-term viability of the club while allowing us to invest in 
our juniors, our members and lifesaving on our beach. I thank the Board, our sub-lessees, our sponsors, our grant 
partners and the many volunteers whose contributions make these results possible. I also acknowledge and 
thank our outgoing Treasurer Tammie Pribanic for her stewardship of the club’s finances prior to my appointment 
in September 2025.

Jeremiah Toon
Treasurer

TREASURER’S REPORT
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AUDITED FINANCIAL REPORT
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AUDITOR’S INDEPENDENCE DECLARATION UNDER SUBDIVISION 60-40 OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
CHARITIES AND NOT-FOR-PROFITS COMMISSION ACT 2012 TO THE BOARD OF 
MANANGEMENT OF SOMERTON SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB INCORPORATED  

I declare that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, during the year ended 30 June 2026 there have been 
no contraventions of the auditor independence requirements as set out in any applicable code of 
professional conduct in relation to the audit.  

Nexia Edwards Marshall 
Chartered Accountants 

Damien Pozza 
Partner 

Adelaide 
South Australia 

1 August 2026 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF SOMERTON SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 
INCORPORATED 

Opinion 

We have audited the financial report, being a special purpose financial report, of the Somerton Surf Life Saving 
Club (‘the Club’), which comprises the Statement of Financial Position as at 30 June 2026, the Statement of Profit 
or Loss and Other Comprehensive Income, Statement of Changes in Equity and Statement of Cash Flows for the 
year then ended, notes to the financial statements, including a material accounting policy information and the 
Board of Management’s Declaration. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial report of the Somerton Surf Life Saving Club Incorporated, is in 
accordance with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012; including: 

(i) giving a true and fair view of the Club’s financial position as at 30 June 2026 and of its financial performance
for the year then ended; and

(ii) complying with the accounting policies described in Note 1 to the financial report and Division 60 of the
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Regulations 2022.

Basis for opinion 

We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards.  Our responsibilities under those 
standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report section of our 
report.  We are independent of the Club in accordance with the auditor independence requirements of the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 the ethical requirements of the Accounting 
Professional and Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (the Code) that 
are relevant to our audit of the financial report in Australia.  We have also fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities 
in accordance with the Code. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our 
opinion. 

Other information 

The Board of Management are responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the 
information in the Board of Management Report for the year ended 30 June 2026, but does not included the 
financial report and the auditor’s report thereon. 

Our opinion on the financial report does not cover the other information and we do not express any form of 
assurance conclusion thereon.  

In connection with our audit of the financial report, our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing 
so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial report or our knowledge 
obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. 

If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of the other 
information we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF SOMERTON SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 
INCORPORATED (CONT) 

Emphasis of Matter - Basis of Accounting 

We draw attention to Note 1 to the financial report, which describes the basis of accounting. The financial report 
has been prepared for the purpose of fulfilling the Board of Management’s financial reporting responsibilities under 
the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012.  As a result, the financial report may not be 
suitable for another purpose.  Our opinion is not modified in respect of this matter. 

Board of Management’s responsibility for the financial report 

The Board of Management are responsible for the preparation of the financial report that gives a true and fair 
view in accordance with the accounting policies described in Note 1 to the financial report and the Australian 
Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 and is appropriate to meet the needs of the members.  They 
are also responsible for such internal control as they determine is necessary to enable the preparation of the 
financial report that gives a true and fair view and is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error. 

In preparing the financial report, the Board of Management are responsible for assessing the Club’s ability to 
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going 
concern basis of accounting unless the Board of Management either intend to liquidate the Club or to cease 
operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so. 

The Board of Management are responsible for overseeing the Club’s financial reporting process. 

Auditor’s responsibility for the audit of the financial report 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion.  
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance 
with the Australian Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.  Misstatements 
can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably 
be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of this financial report. 

As part of an audit in accordance with the Australian Auditing Standards, we exercise professional judgement and 
maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also:  

• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error,
design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient
and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting
from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional
omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control;

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of
the Club’s internal control;
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF SOMERTON SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 
INCORPORATED (CONT) 

Auditor’s responsibility for the audit of the financial report (cont) 

• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates
and related disclosures made by those charged with governance;

• Conclude on the appropriateness of the Board of Management’s use of the going concern basis of accounting
and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or
conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Club’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude
that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related
disclosures in the financial report or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our
conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report. However, future
events or conditions may cause the Club to cease to continue as a going concern; and

• Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial report, including the disclosures, and
whether the financial report represents the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair
presentation.

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and 
timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we 
identify during our audit.  

Nexia Edwards Marshall 
Chartered Accountants 

Damien Pozza 
Partner 

Adelaide 
South Australia 

1 August 2026 
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MEMBER SERVICES/SECRETARY’S REPORT 
The algal bloom tried to knock us off course, but Somerton’s loyal members kept our ship steady! While 
other club’s saw membership numbers drop by over 30% ours was just 14%. 

Our active, long service and life member numbers did not change so had zero impact on our ability to 
manage our patrols. Our juniors and Nipper parent numbers were most impacted but much less than other 
clubs due in large part to the Junior Committee’s adaptive plan for the season and the number of social 
events put on by our events coordinator, Tash and team. 

In a season where everything could have gone pear shaped but didn’t, I’d like to give a shout out to all the 
volunteers behind the scenes that helped in the Member Services Area: 

•	 Events Coordinator – Tash Jasson (with Tim Jasson also behind the scenes) who ramped it up to create 
even more events (Sunset Sessions) to provide a great club atmosphere and bring our members 
together more often. 

•	 Communications Officer – Tash Jasson, who also took on communications this season which is not a 
small commitment on top of the number events she organised (as well as being an AGM.) 

•	 Member Protection – Rhianna Hedley, the not so small job of making sure police checks are done, 
working with children checks are submitted. I can’t thank her enough for having done this role as long 
as she has. 

•	 Registrar – Emma Parkinson-Lawrence, another great year getting our members registered and 
responding to their questions. 

•	 Junior Admin – Lea Hoxey, who took on registering Nippers at pool sessions in addition to her other tasks 
as Junior Admin. 

•	 TechIT – Darren McAllister, another year being the IT guy sorting out digital membership cards, emails 
and more. 

To the other directors on the Board of Management, thank you for - to steal the Rotary moto - “service 
above self”. I know how much time and effort you put in behind the scenes because you care so deeply 
about our club.  

And finally, I’d like to say thank you to all our members who volunteered their time this season to make our 
club a better place to be.  

“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.” ~ Winston Churchill 

Louise Lawson
Secretary, Director – Member Services
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VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT
Season 2025/26 presented challenges unlike any we have experienced in recent years. The prolonged 
algal bloom had a significant impact on beach usage, patrol operations, training activities and community 
confidence in entering the water. Despite these circumstances, I am incredibly proud of the way our 
members adapted and remained committed to the Club throughout the season. What could have been 
a difficult year for participation instead highlighted the resilience of our volunteers and the strength of our 
Club culture.

One of the most pleasing outcomes of the season was the continued growth and retention of our junior 
and youth membership. Despite the challenges presented by the algal bloom, strong engagement was 
maintained across both programs thanks to the efforts of Sarah Niemann, Lea Hoxey, the Junior Committee 
and the many volunteers who contribute their time throughout the season. In my role as Youth Coordinator, 
it was particularly rewarding to see so many young members remain actively involved and connected 
to the Club. By continuing to offer meaningful opportunities for participation, we have helped foster 
friendships, develop skills and strengthen the sense of belonging that is so important to the future of our 
Club.

Our patrolling members deserve special recognition for their commitment throughout a particularly 
challenging season. Constantly changing conditions required flexibility, patience and professionalism, 
and our patrol teams continued to deliver a high standard of service to the community. A sincere thank 
you to Greg Brown for his clear, timely communication throughout the season and his ongoing support of 
patrol members. His leadership and practical approach helped ensure members remained informed and 
supported while navigating a rapidly evolving situation.

Competition continued to play an important role in Club life this season, with encouraging growth in 
senior participation and members representing Somerton across a range of disciplines. Our athletes 
demonstrated commitment, sportsmanship and a willingness to challenge themselves, both in training 
and competition, resulting in some excellent performances and achievements throughout the year. A 
particular highlight was the continued growth of Champion Lifesaver competition under the leadership 
of Duncan Tippins, with members achieving success at both state and national level. Congratulations to 
Lachlan Fettke on his national medal performance at the Australian Championships. We were also excited 
to introduce the Her Wave pilot program this season, led by Sarah Niemann. The initiative provided new 
opportunities for female members to build confidence, develop their skills and strengthen their connection 
with the Club. 

Alongside the operational demands of the season, the Board remained focused on the Club’s long-term 
future. An important milestone was the adoption of a new Constitution, which was approved by members 
at the Annual General Meeting and provides a modern governance framework to support the Club’s 
ongoing growth and sustainability. Thank you to Matthew Fettke and Ashlee Provis for the significant time 
and effort invested in this project. The Board also continued planning for significant building improvements, 
including upgrades to club facilities and bathroom amenities, together with an expansion to the Club’s 
footprint and balcony space. These projects represent an important investment in the Club’s future, 
with the aim of improving member facilities, increasing capacity and creating a more functional and 
welcoming environment for members and the broader community. Special thanks to Louise Lawson for her 
role in securing grant funding, and to Sam Johns and Troy Bettineschi for leading the building planning and 
redevelopment process.

While this season presented unique challenges, it also demonstrated what can be achieved when 
members work together with a shared sense of purpose. Looking ahead, the Board remains committed to 
investing in our people, facilities and programs while ensuring the Club remains financially sustainable and 
well positioned for future generations.

As Brad Keighran concludes his term on the Board, I thank him for his leadership, guidance and unwavering 
commitment to the Club. Brad’s contribution has helped shape the Club’s direction, strengthen its culture 
and position it strongly for the future. I also welcome Troy Bettineschi to the role of President and look 
forward to supporting him as he leads the Club into its next chapter.

Finally, thank you to my fellow Board members, patrol members, coaches, age managers, trainers, officials, 
volunteers and families for their contribution throughout the season. Every achievement of the Club is built 
on the commitment of those who generously give their time and energy, and Somerton is fortunate to have 
such a dedicated and supportive community.

Ali Hill
Vice President
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CLUB CAPTAIN’S REPORT

It gives me great pleasure to present to the members the Club Captain’s report for season 2025/26.
Our patrolling season opened in early October and concluded on Easter Monday. The season started a 
little differently, with the algal bloom along our coastline presenting a new operational issue. Week after 
week our members adapted to the conditions in front of them and kept our beach safe for the local 
community and visitors, exactly as Somerton lifesavers have always done.

Somerton members collectively performed 4,374 hours of service this season, both ‘between the flags’ and 
through our all-important water cover activities. Given the conditions our lifesavers faced, every one of 
those hours was hard-earned, and we thank each of our patrolling members and water cover operators for 
their selflessness, commitment and dedication.

Our 8 Patrol teams are led by outstanding people who engage their teams, run disciplined operations and 
carry out hundreds of preventive actions across the season. Our Patrols were led by the following members: 

•	 Kate Lally and Charlotte Twizell (Patrol A)
•	 Craig Brown and Caroline Mayfield (Patrol B)
•	 Connor Fear, Matt McAllister and Georgie Edwards (Patrol C)
•	 Richie Mayfield, Ayden Pribanic and Bella Murphy (Patrol D)
•	 Troy Bettineschi and Max Hosking (Patrol E)
•	 James McBride, Ryan Atkinson and Ryan Ross (Patrol F)
•	 John Stewart and Greg Brown (Patrol G)
•	 Matt Fettke, Darren McAllister and Ashley Derman (Patrol H)

None of those patrols happen without a roster. Ali Hill once again took on this task and delivered it with 
precision and detail, updating it numerous times across the season to keep everything running smoothly.
Our lifesavers remain proficient and continue to upskill each year. This season our training team delivered 
all 122 proficiencies, ran two full Bronze Medallion courses producing 14 new Bronze Medallion holders, 
and guided 14 of our youth through their Surf Rescue Certificate. This is a remarkable body of work, and 
we thank our Chief Instructor John Stewart and the entire training team of instructors and assessors. The 
pipeline of newly qualified members they deliver each season is what builds our patrol depth and keeps us 
rescue-ready.

A special acknowledgement must go to Ray Nussio, who retires from the training team ahead of the 
coming season. Ray’s contribution to our patrol capability over many years is immeasurable, and it was 
never more appreciated than this season.

I also want to make special mention of Greg Brown. As Vice Captain, Greg has been my right hand 
throughout the season, across patrol operations, gear and equipment, and the Emergency Operations 
Group. Beyond that, Greg continues the painstaking work of maintaining our patrol logs and service 
records, ensuring every hour our members contribute is properly captured and recognised. Much of 
what Greg does happens quietly and behind the scenes, but the club runs better because of it, and I am 
personally grateful for his support and counsel this season.

In May we brought our Patrol Captains together for an end-of-season review. That session generated 
practical improvements we will carry into next season, including adjusted rostered patrol times to properly 
allow for set-up and pack-up, better use of our active reserve list for substitutions, and clearer pre-season 
communication of patrol obligations. 

At our presentation evening we recognised some outstanding contributors to lifesaving this season. 
Congratulations to Greg Brown, a deserving winner of the Club Captain Award for the significant load he 
carried across so many roles this season. Our Patrol Group of the Year went to Patrol Group H, a group that 
turned up prepared, briefed clearly, communicated well and operated with discipline and professionalism, 
week in, week out.

I am proud of the dedication, professionalism and resilience of our members over the course of a genuinely 
challenging season. We executed our patrol obligations and provided water cover services to a high 
standard. Looking forward to season 26/27.

James McBride
Club Captain
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SURF RESCUE CERTIFICATE
Lauren Ainsby
Thomas Carr-Hayball
Jacob Fetke
Jaimee Fuller
Ashton Hill
Ellie Keukenmeester
Francesca Maniscalco
Noah Stephan
Annabel Stevenson
Zoya Thomas
Alexandre Van Der Merwe

NEW AWARDS

SILVER MEDALLION
Fletcher Tippins (SMAR)
Nathan Denton (SMAR)
Lilly Brown (SMAR)
Matt Fettke (Patrol Captain)
 
BRONZE MEDALLION
Adelaide Boulton 
Chloe Brammy 
Jackson Camileri 
Olivia Low 
Harvey Kupniewski 
Sidney Kupniewski 
Oliver Stephan 
Joe Bodman 
Peter Boulton 
Andrew Camilieri 
Zachary Fear 
Andrew “Todd” Martin 
Ross McAdam 
Fynn Williams 
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FACILITIES & COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS REPORT 
Bistro 
The operation of The Bistro under Gambell & Sutton saw this partnership continue with them supporting us in 
multiple events across the year with End of Season Presentation & Beer & Pie Breakfast being the highlights 
for our members.

They continue to trade well.

Kiosk 
Penny and Ben Wallbridge continue to operate and are very stoic in the face of the Algal Bloom crisis 
along with the continual challenges of the weather. Please continue to support them – they are an 
essential part of the fabric to this community.  

Facilities
Thank you to Drew Hoxey, Tim Jasson, Tony Brumfield & Sam Johns for their time & commitment for the work 
this season. It has been nothing short of phenomenal with the amount that has been done behind the 
scenes.   

We now have a Master Plan in place for the redevelopment of this club that involves multiple projects 
which will commence at the conclusion of Season 26/27.  

We also have multiple funding grants currently in caretaker mode for April 2027:  
•	 MLCI – Club Shed Redevelopment & Balcony extension including the new ATV area. 
•	 Power of Her – DDA Toilet for Ground Floor 
•	 DDA Toilet Improvements for 1st Floor 
•	 Relocation of 1st Aid Room & new Training Room 
•	 Lift & Lobby Approval – City of Holdfast Bay 

As you can see there is some exciting developments incoming which will create a whole new platform for 
our club for the next generation.  

Thank you to the BOM, Facilities Committee, Key Stakeholders & our members for your support over the last 
12 months.  

I have now transitioned out of this role and integrated Sam Johns into it over the last 6 months who will be 
taking over effectively immediately. He has slotted in seamlessly. 

Troy Bettineschi & Sam Johns
Commercial Operations & Facilities - Director
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SPONSORSHIP 
Another year completed for the Sponsorship portfolio. 

A quiet year in this space due to a concentrated effort through Grants but we have some good things in 
the background which will come to light in the not too distant future.

A big thank you to Axelent, Custom Built Homes&Renovations, SA Construct for their continual support in 
the Platinum Space.  

To Bob Hood Maintenance Services – for your in-kind sponsorship with the countless hours put in maintaining 
this club. Thank you. 

Community Sponsors was a continued initiative this year– we thank you for your support & look forward to 
continuing these partnerships moving forward. 

•	 SASH Physio
•	 Good Day Co
•	 South Coast Window Tinting
•	 AIR Wholesalers
•	 Axelent Australia
•	 Good Day Co.
•	 Brighton City Meats
•	 Bayside Bakery
•	 Livewire Digital 

A heartfelt Thank You to our ongoing sponsors that have been around for a while and are a big part of 
what & makes the fabric of this club the “Home of the Champions”

Heartland Wines, Stubby Ink, Combo Industries. 

Once again – Thank you to our members for their continued support. Please remember to support our 
Sponsors where possible. 

If you want something to do or know someone who would love to support our club, we would love your 
help in growing this portfolio. 

I will be stepping down from this role due to other commitments.

I’d like to see this role become a shared role between 2-3 people so we can fulfil our contractual & 
marketing side of sponsorship so if anyone is interested in this space please reach out. 

Troy Bettineschi 
Sponsorship
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REPORT FROM THE CLUB’S MAINTENANCE GUY

The club as we currently know it with its current limitation issues of restriction of workable space and 
storage, roller door operation issues, balcony and balustrade condition and safety, compliance with 
toilets and change rooms, especially for people with special needs, and having an area to service the 
membership with socialising, holding meetings, training and displaying of club memorabilia. Hopefully 
thanks to the money being made available by the State Government in their election promise to the group 
of 3 clubs in the area plus some extra money found/sourced from Grants it will go someway to addressing 
these areas that are impacting the club and its operations and allow it to meet and hopefully exceed its 
Legal conditions and requirements to exist and operate.

Thanks must go to Troy Bettineschi and Sam Johns plus the members of the B.O.M. for their tireless work on 
getting the stakeholders such as the Council and residents of “The Dunes and there could be others I’m not 
aware of, engaged in the original idea and prospective plans. This has led to approvals and agreements 
between such identities such as respective government bodies and neighbours to progress to the next 
stage all the while keeping all stakeholders informed.

My other involvement not only looks after the day to day maintenance around the building but extends 
into areas such as the Surf Boats, Trailers and associated equipment, Patrol Gear and Trailer [assisting 
Greg Brown], First Aid Room adding storage for new Radios and other operational items, plus there was 
the addition of a Microwave for members to be able to warm or cook food while on patrol and the 
replacement of the old chest Freezer which primarily use is for Ice for First Aid, but also for food storage. The 
other area to be addressed during the development, is upgrading of the “Waste Area” at the rear of the 
club, to accommodate the by-product of having a large business which deals with the Club, Bistro and 
Cafe’s disposal of packaging, food waste, general waste, and containers and return keg storage. This l feel 
will be revisited along with all the other issues in coming years on a Review taken on an “Ad Hoc” or Set 
Period, say every 5-10yrs.

As in past Annual Reports, I have attached a value of “work in kind” for the 25-26 season  which was 
approx $15,544 for “Labour only”. This is mentioned so that if the club ever finds themselves having to 
project costs for the future or acquiring Grants for maintenance or paying for the service, it can identify 
and forecast what is needed to budget or costs for such work required. This does not take in the work 
that Troy and Sam do on more Corporate operational areas, but I would think those costings would be 
identified in the Treasurers Report.

All I can say “We have definitely come along way from the original “Tin Shed” or even the first “Red Brick” 
building”. One thing that has not changed in all the years is, the view and the Somerton Sunsets.

All enjoy.

Bob Hood.
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Ryan Atkinson
Troy Bettineschi
Neil Brookes
Amy Brown
Craig Brown
David Brown
Greg Brown
Tony Brumfield
Mel Carter
Anthony Casey
Carolyn Casey
Adam Clutterbuck
Sarah Cutbush
Kate Hayward
Kathy Holland
Max Hosking
Brad Keighran
Loo Keighran
Nick Keukenmeester
Kate Lally
Louise Lawson
Sally Mainsbridge
Catherine Mayfield
Stephen Mayfield
Adam McAllister
Darren McAllister
Marian McAllister
Matthew McAllister

Jack Millsteed
Jarrad Morgan Van Loon
Sarah Niemann
Joe Pribanic
Tammie Pribanic
Ashlee Provis
David Provis
Megan Rebuli
Ryan Ross
Jenny Stevens
John Stewart
Davey Taylor
Grant Turner
Charlotte Twizell
Jon Vass
Lisa Window
Peter Window

ACTIVE LONG SERVICE MEMBERS
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VICE CAPTAIN’S REPORT 
The first year serving as Club Vice Captain after patrolling for 16 seasons over 22 years was educational, 
challenging and offered a fresh view of our Club working to deliver its primary purpose, that of supporting a 
safe environment, through active surveillance and patrolling of our beautiful beaches. I owe thanks to the 
Club Captain James McBride and the Board, especially Vice President Dr Ali Hill, for the work of building a 
starting roster that could deliver opportunities for SRC training and group development. 

Over the past two seasons we have employed the new SLSA SA standards of operation, with our primary 
patrol area between the flags providing constant close supervision of all swimmers and beach goers, and 
an extended secondary region from the Somerton Yacht Club ramp to the Gladstone Road rocks covered 
by regular roving patrols and observations, while we remain ready for a fast response by ATV or IRB in our 
expanded beach from Dunluce Avenue near the Brighton Jetty, and North to Roberts Street Glenelg.
This season the Club exceeded its basic Patrol obligations, providing 56 rostered patrols on weekends and 
Public Holidays between October and April,  three mid-week Hot Weather patrols.  When we add in Nipper 
water cover, 143 Bronze and SRC members delivered 4167 hours of service. 

The 2025 season started under challenging conditions due to a Harmful Algal Bloom that delivered poor 
water, air and beach quality and massive fish kills. Members maintained patrol to monitor conditions 
dynamically, deal with heightened public anxiety and requests for information, assist with rescheduled 
activities, and generally function through a season of relative unknowns.  Our team consistently put public 
needs first and managed the situation intelligently.  Later in the season, they operated in full patrols to help 
the public get the maximum enjoyment and safety from our seaside.

In addition, qualified members delivered water safety services at Club Nipper activities in the sea and at 
the pool, away at carnivals, and for several large public swimming events.

Season 2025 saw the introduction of the new higher energy approach to CPR, keeping SLSC at the 
forefront of evidence-based rescue and resuscitation methods.  That required a lot of retraining and 
assessment that was delivered by Chief trainer John Stewart supported by Rob McBride, John Annear 
and Ray Nussio. Amongst all the changes and challenges, members appreciated the new practical 
physical proficiency test methods replacing the traditional Run Swim Run. To accommodate the additional 
teaching and assessment of “Lifesaving CPR” John and his team ran proficiencies every weekend for 
months, involving more than 90 hours on the beach.  In 2026 the proficiency dates cannot extend for the 
several months offered in the past few seasons. It is simply not fair on trainers and assessors, so I urge all full 
members to get prepared pre season  by doing the eLearning Skills Maintenance Module available now 
and making every effort to attend a proficiency session at Somerton.

Each of the 8 patrol groups were managed by leadership teams of three in a trial of sharing and teaching 
the responsibilities of the Patrol Captains. I hope to continue this mentoring as we move to refresh patrol 
leadership with a younger cohort. Clubs need to foster new pools of talent to remain vital and reap the 
advantages of new energy, while making space for experience to be shared.  I am very grateful for the 
work of all Patrol Captains and Vice Captains this season. I look forward to more communication and to 
again finding it difficult to choose a Patrol of the Year. 

In 2025, Matt Fettke completed the Patrol Captains Silver Medallion. His skills, an excellent co-leadership 
team and many young enthusiastic team members resulted in Patrol H winning Somerton’s Patrol Group of 
the Year.  

 In 2026 we hope several others have done likewise to develop the skills and knowledge base of our Patrol 
leadership group

The super Six was determined by the top 6 members’ tallies for Patrol Hours delivered between the flags 
at Somerton Beach.  This season’s stand out winner was our oldest patrolling member, who delivered 281 
hours (6% of club’s total), patrolling on almost every occasion that the Red and Yellow flags went up at 
Somerton.  Along the way to setting this all-time record, Bob inspired many, including second place getter 
SRC / Bronzie, Oliver Stephan who delivered 103 hours. Oliver reckons he has a few years left in him to 
tackle Bob’s career tally of 2584 hours (so far).  Two Somerton members. Robert Hood and Gregory Brown 
received SLSA SA awards for over 150 hours of service this season.

Special mention needs to be made of Sally Mainsbridge. Sally’s  Australian National Medal was announced 
in July, for 15 years of providing 30 hours or more service in rostered patrols. Somerton should be proud that 
we now have three National Medal awardees, with more expected to follow in the coming years.
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38% (61) of our patrol members served 30 or more hours, (the annual eligibility requirement for an Australian 
National Medal).  68% served 16 or more hours, (the annual threshold for competition and a National Patrol 
award).  While these figures are welcome, we need to bear in mind that a full patrol season needs a lot of 
members to be present for a lot of time, so that the club can meet its obligations. This is where the concept 
of member patrol obligation arrives, and it is shared by all full members of any surf lifesaving club. The club’s 
expectation is not explicitly expressed as hours but the rostered number of Bronze holders don’t include  
spares.  The 109 rostered members were asked to attend 24 to 44 hours in the season, and while that may 
not be possible for everyone every season, the club and the public relies on us all making every effort 
to attend our rostered patrols or find a substitute in order to maintain a safe flexible day on the beach.  
(Simply put, the more people in the roster, the less each person will need to deliver.  We need as many of 
our Bronze Medallion holders active in rostered patrols or pre-arranged Nipper water cover as possible. 

The table below lists the patrol hours credited to Somerton members including service at other clubs, EOG, 
Carnivals etc. Please note that this differs slightly from the eligibility of the Super Six as currently awarded by 
the Club.

It is now just a few weeks from the start of Season 2026. The focus this season will on developing an active 
engaged patrol culture based on the State SOPs and the spirit of Somerton to deliver meaningful and 
rewarding experiences on the best beach in the world.

Gregory Brown 
Vice Captain Somerton SLSC
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JUNIOR COORDINATOR REPORT
Season 2025/26 was another fantastic season for Somerton Nippers, with 111 Nippers and Shrimps donning 
their coloured caps and making the most of another busy season on the beach. While the season 
brought its challenges, with the impact of the algae bloom on our beach activities, the enthusiasm and 
commitment of our Nippers, families and volunteers continued to shine through.

We welcomed 30 Come & Try participants to the program this season, providing many new families with 
the opportunity to experience what Somerton Nippers is all about – developing surf awareness and skills, 
building confidence and friendships, and most importantly, having fun as part of our club community.

Our Nippers continued to represent Somerton with great enthusiasm throughout the season, participating in 
carnivals, state title and well done to four of our Nippers who committed to represent Somerton at Aussies 
on the Gold Coast. Competing at a national level is a fantastic achievement, and the Club is extremely 
proud of their efforts and the way they represented Somerton.

Congratulations to Oscar Niemann and Maya Stephan, who were appointed Junior Club Captains for 
the 2025/26 season. You have both been wonderful representatives of our club, and I thank you for your 
leadership, enthusiasm and contribution throughout the season.

Congratulations also to our Nippers of the Year, Holly Knights and Benjamin Lovejoy. This recognition is a 
wonderful acknowledgement of your commitment, participation and contribution to Somerton Nippers. 

I look forward to seeing the four of you continuing your lifesaving journey with the Club in the years ahead.

There is a phenomenal amount of volunteer work that occurs behind the scenes and on the beach to 
make our Nipper program happen. I am incredibly thankful to everyone who contributed their time, energy 
and skills throughout the season. Whether you were an Age Group Manager, coach, official, trailer driver, 
beach setup crew or simply a parent helping wherever needed, every contribution is valued and makes a 
difference.

Our water cover team may be small, but they are a great and dedicated group who consistently gave 
their time to keep our Nippers safe in the water. Thank you to Drew Hoxey who lead the team and to 
everyone who pulled on the high-vis orange and supported our Saturday sessions and competitions. 
Your commitment allows our Nippers to enjoy the water, develop their skills and participate safely. Your 
contribution is greatly appreciated.

The algae bloom presented an unexpected challenge for our program this season and impacted our 
ability to utilise our beautiful beach as we normally would. Despite this, the resilience of our Nippers, 
families and volunteers ensured that we continued to make the most of the opportunities available and 
maintained the positive spirit that makes Somerton Nippers so special.

The success of our Nippers program is about much more than medals and results. It is about children 
developing confidence in the ocean, learning new skills, supporting one another and becoming part of a 
community. I am proud to say that our Nipper program and community was recognised being awarded 
3rd in Nipper Club of the Year. 

My final and biggest thank you is to our Junior Committee – Leanne, Rhianna, Mel, Heidi and James. The 
teamwork, support and thinking outside the box was really appreciated and helped make the season that 
was. 

Sarah Niemann
Junior Coordinator 
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Junior Long Swim Winners 
 
Overall Winner, Southern Cross Meats Shield
Clancy Kupniewski 

Age group places 
U11			   U12			   U13
1st Madeline Pete		 1st Matilda Hardwick	 1st Holly Knights
			   2nd Arrabella Norton	 2nd Nova Andrews
			   3rd Georgia Abley	 3rd Maya Stephan
		
1st Walter Johns		  1st James Knights	 1st Clancy Kupniewski
2nd Liam Hewton		  2nd Dylan Hoxey	 2nd Sam Cleggett
3rd Lior Clancy		  3rd Patrik Porter	 3rd Oscar Niemann

Junior Club Champion Awards 

U8
1st Claire Provis		  1st Arlo Brierley
2nd Amelia King		  2nd Thomas Hardwick
3rd Isabel Gill		  3rd Hugo Sparkes	

U9	
1st Delilah Foy-Pitt		 1st Myles Devlin
2nd Lily Lewis 		  2nd Lucas Porter
3rd Matilda Clutterbuck	 3rd Arlo Royce	

U10s
1st Ava Bettineschi	 1st Angus Hardwick
2nd Zoey Taylor		  2nd Byron Hedley
3rd Violet Jasson	

U11
1st Lydia Devlin 		  1st Walter Johns
2nd Tabitha Foy-Pitt	 2nd Lior Clancy	
			   3rd Jackson Hanna
U12s 	
1st Emma Eichner		  1st James Knight
2nd Arrabella Norton 	 2nd Dylan Hoxey
3rd Matilda Hardwick	

U13
1st Nova Andrews		 1st Sam Cleggett
2nd Holly Knights		  2nd Clancy Kupniewski
3rd Chloe Camilleri	 3rd Oscar Niemann	
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Age Group Manager Awards 

U8                                                      
AGMs - Shae Taylor & Jerry Toon
Amelia King & Arlo Brierley

U9 
AGMs - Adam Clutterbuck, Ali Stewart & Tristan King
Betty Niemann & Max Jarman

U10 
AGMs – Tash Jasson & Rhianna Hedley
Ava Bettineschi & Byron Hedley

U11 
AGMs – Tim Jasson & Sam Johns
Walter Johns & Mitchell Lyle 

U12 
AGMs - Katie Norton, Belinda Porter & Steve Eichner
Claudia Aldridge-Kuhr & Dylan Hoxey  

U13 
AGMs - Mel Lovejoy, Andrew Camilleri & Pete Boulton
Chloe Camilleri & Freddie Boulton
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YOUTH REPORT - SOMERSQUAD

Another successful year for Somersquad saw a strong mix of training, personal development and social 
connection, with youth members continuing to embrace the many opportunities available through surf 
lifesaving.

The season began with our annual award training program, with members working towards their Surf 
Rescue Certificate and Bronze Medallion qualifications. Thanks to the commitment of James McBride, Lou 
Lawson and Matthew Fettke, 11 members successfully obtained their SRC, while John Stewart supported 6 
youth members through their Bronze Medallion assessment. We also celebrated several members achiev-
ing further qualifications, including their Silver Medallion Aquatic Rescue, demonstrating the enthusiasm of 
our youth to continue building their skills and contributing to the Club. A special thank you to Ray Nussio, 
who assisted with assessments throughout the season. After an extraordinary 25 years in the role, this will be 
their final year as an assessor. Ray’s dedication and contribution to developing generations of lifesavers has 
had a lasting impact on our Club, and we are incredibly grateful for his service.

We were delighted to see Somerton represented at both state youth camps this season. Lily and Fletcher 
attended the Youth Leadership Camp (U16/17) in December, while Jacob and Ashton participated in the 
Youth Development Camp (U14/15) in April. These camps offer young members the chance to connect 
with peers from across South Australia, develop new skills, and return with fresh ideas, confidence and en-
thusiasm for surf lifesaving.

Our regular Saturday sessions remained a key part of the program, attracting strong participation through-
out the season. Activities were designed to provide a balance of surf education, fitness and social en-
gagement, with members enjoying experiences such as Wibit, IRBs, yoga and a movie night. Somersquad 
members also continued to play an important role within the Club by assisting with nippers, patrol support, 
and other club activities. Their willingness to contribute reflects the positive culture that continues to grow 
within the group.

A clear highlight of the season was the annual Youth Camp at Chiton Rocks. With 23 members attending, 
the weekend provided the perfect mix of surfing, patrol activities, training sessions, games and plenty of 
laughs. Beyond the activities themselves, it was rewarding to see older members supporting younger par-
ticipants and helping to foster the inclusive and welcoming culture that makes Somersquad such a positive 
group to be part of. The camp continues to be a valuable opportunity for members to strengthen friend-
ships, build confidence and create memories that will stay with them long after the season has finished.

I would like to sincerely thank the parents, volunteers and chaperones who generously gave their time 
throughout the year, particularly Lou, Janet, Matt and Clayton. The success of the program would not be 
possible without their support and encouragement.

It has been rewarding to watch the growth and achievements of our youth members this season. I look 
forward to seeing their continued development and welcoming both returning and new members to Som-
ersquad next year.

Ali Hill
Youth Coordinator
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GRANTS REPORT

This season we had a bumper year for grants. We were awarded two grants from the State government’s 
“Power of Her” program. One to improve our female change rooms and the second for program and 
equipment funding for our new “Her Wave” program. A very competitive funding stream, we are the first 
surf club to receive the infrastructure funding. 

We also received funding to improve energy efficiency and accessibility in our building and to refresh 
our life saving equipment. Finally, we were successful in being awarded grants associated with the Algal 
Bloom. In total this season, including Louise-Miller Frost’s federal election commitment (MLCI) grant, we 
were awarded $687,200. 

I’d like to thank the following for their support which was crucial to our success this season: 
•	 Troy Bettineschi and Sam Johns for their contributions to writing the infrastructure related grant applica-

tions (no small task!) 
•	 Louise Miller-Frost, federal MP, member for Boothby for her letters of support
•	 Sarah Andrews, state MP, member for Gibson for her letters of support
•	 The team at City of Holdfast Bay for their approvals to accompany our applications
•	 Susan Ahmelman and her team in the Grant Seeking Unit at SLSA

Louise Lawson
Grants Officer

HER WAVE REPORT
A new program targeted at female members aged 11-25 
years and their female parent/caregivers launched on July 
26, 2026. The goal of the program is to improve engage-
ment in this cohort and to increase female participation in 
sport at Somerton. The program evolves around four pillars: a 
speaker series, fitness & skill development, social, community 
engagement and volunteering. We are excited to watch this 
program grow over the coming seasons. A big thanks to Brad 
Keighran for the fantastic logo! 

Sarah Niemann & Louise Lawson
Her Wave Coordinator
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GEAR STEWARD REPORT 

Having the right equipment is working order is critical for effective patrol operations and member safety.  
Initial checks start in August to carry out maintenance, replacement, and planning, using SLSA SA stand-
ards as benchmarks to ensure we are “Rescue Ready”. Maintenance and repairs continue through the 
season via checks and information provided by the patrol members, and all gear is checked again prior to 
the winter period.

This season the club invested substantially in improved radio gear. We purchased 4 new handsets with 
charging stations for further expansion and replaced all the aging batteries on the existing six handsets. This 
allows for better communications during nipper activities without compromising the capacity of the beach 
patrol and allows for more outpost and roving patrol activities at other times.   A programme of rolling 
replacements older  IRB lifejackets has commenced as they approach the end of their regulatory service 
life. Expect to see this project continue in the coming season. These large ticket items are supported by the 
beach safety equipment funds and planning by the Club directly.

Signage for adverse beach conditions, a portable spill kit and an electric pump were provided by SLSA 
SA early in the season, followed later by Beach showers and signage to manage risks associated with the 
Harmful Algal Bloom issue.  

A couple of subtle changes were aimed at enhancing member safety and comfort.   New instructions, 
pegs and ropes on the Patrol Shelter to make erection easier and stabilize the shelter in stronger winds. 
New longer Patrol Flag poles were provided to allow the poles to be buried about 1 metre into sand and 
packed rock, enough to resist most winds without the heavy steel pyramids.

A microwave oven and new freezer were provided in the Patrol / First Aid room, thank you Bob Hood for 
sourcing those improvements.   

Gear care and maintenance relies on a group effort. The gear steward cannot  find every impending 
failure or shortage during a season. This relies on members using  gear correctly, cleaning and storing our 
appropriately and alerting the gear steward to any problems , short comings or incidents. Please report any 
problems via the Operation App or directly by a note in the patrol log book.  

I also welcome your ideas for new gear. While Surf Lifesaving operating procedures and standards set out 
the essentials, we can look at items that can make patrol more effective for everyone. 

Season 2026 is almost upon us, please keep an eye on all our gear as if it is your own, and communicate 
any problems, replacements or issues as soon as you see them.

Greg Brown   
Gear Steward
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EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR
The 2025–26 season was another busy and successful year for the Social and Events Committee, with a 
strong focus on creating opportunities for members to connect both on and off the beach. It was fantastic 
to see so many members, families and supporters getting behind our events throughout the season.

We kicked off the season with our Season Launch on 18 October 2025. Held in the club plaza, it was a great 
afternoon celebrating the beginning of another patrol season and welcoming members back to the club. 
The event included the announcement of our Junior Captains, the presentation of Life Membership to 
Anne Marie McBride, speeches from Board members, live music, a BBQ, raffle and baked goods stall.

When the algae bloom impacted beach activities, the committee introduced a series of Seaside Sessions 
to keep members engaged and connected. Four events were held across the first half of the season, with 
members enjoying food and drink specials, raffles and a range of fun activities, including our dip-making 
competition where Jade Hill was crowned the inaugural ‘Queen of Dips’. These relaxed social evenings 
became a great way for members to catch up despite the unusual season.

A special mention also goes to the Somer-Run Club, whose Friday evening runs complemented our Seaside 
Sessions. It was great to see so many runners finish at the club and stay on afterwards, creating a vibrant 
atmosphere and helping make Friday nights a real social hub.

One of the biggest highlights of the season was celebrating Somerton Surf Life Saving Club’s 65th 
Anniversary on 7 March 2026. With more than 100 past and present members attending, it was a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate the club’s history and reconnect with members from across the generations. 
The evening featured live music, yiros prepared by our Senior Crew, anniversary cakes, raffles, our 
commemorative Heartland Wines Shiraz, an interactive timeline wall and a time capsule that will become 
part of the club’s future redevelopment. Thank you to Bob Hood for providing historical memorabilia that 
helped showcase the club’s rich history, and to the many volunteers who assisted with planning, setup, 
pack down, Buddy Bar, wine sales and everything in between.

Club Awards Night was held on 23 May, with close to 100 attendees joining us to celebrate the 
achievements of the 2025–26 season. It was another fantastic evening recognising our members alongside 
Life Members, officials, Board members and invited guests. Congratulations to all award recipients, and 
thank you to Lauren McBride, Jen Toon and DJ Adrian Shep for helping make the evening such a success.

In addition to these major events, the committee supported a range of other activities throughout 
the season, including the annual Christmas Day Beer and BBQ Breakfast, catering at Senior Club 
Championships and the Somerton Mile Swim, as well as numerous smaller social gatherings that continued 
to bring members together throughout the year. While these events may not always be the biggest on the 
calendar, they play an important role in maintaining the welcoming and inclusive culture that our club is 
known for.

None of these events would be possible without the support of our volunteers. Thank you to the Board of 
Management, particularly Lou Lawson for her ongoing guidance and support, our Buddy Bar and BBQ 
volunteers, and every member who generously gave their time to help throughout the season. Finally, 
thank you to all our members and their families who continue to support our events and fundraising 
activities. Every event attended, raffle ticket purchased and meal or drink enjoyed helps strengthen our 
club and contributes to everything we are able to achieve.

I look forward to another great season ahead.

Tash Jasson
Events Co-ordinator
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IRB drivers and crew continue to support patrols, water cover for nippers, club swims and carnivals. On top 
of our patrol obligations.

We continue to maintain our current 4 hulls and 6 engines to a high standard. We continue to have a 
minimum of 1IRB’s rescue ready 24/7 and our other craft on stand by ready for activation. We also continue 
to plan for the future needs of the club and community by ordering our next IRB hull which is soon to be 
delivered ready for the start of the summer. This renewal plan will allow us to retire some of our aging 
equipment and allows us to continue to maintain a high level frontline service. I am pleased to report that 
we have had only a few incidents of damage requiring repairs. 

I thank all members for following correct procedures and instructions to ensure our equipment stays in good 
condition. 

I’ve had a great season with all the IRB drivers and crews, I thank them for the time and effort they give to 
support our club and community and the many extra call ups including nippers, carnival water cover and 
special events. Without their support many of these events would not be possible. 

We really need to keep expanding the team to help share the load. If you want to have a go, let us know. 

IRB RACING
 
This year we continued our now ongoing success we have worked hard throughout the premiership season 
and continued our success at State Titles with Somerton bringing home a swag of medals 13 medals in total 
with 5 gold, 3 silver and 4 bronze. We showed our ability and depth fielding teams across a range of events.

State Title Medal Results

Gold - Under 23 Male tube
Gold - Under 23 Male Mass Rescue
Gold – Under 23 Teams Rescue
Gold – Open Male tube
Gold – Mixed Relay (composite team)

Silver – Under 23 Female Mass 
Silver – Open Mens Teams
Silver - Masters Female Tube 

Bronze – Master Female Mass Rescue 
Bronze - Under 23 Mens Rescue 
Bronze - Master Female Rescue 
Bronze - Open Female Tube
Bronze - Masters Female Teams 
Bronze - Life Saver Relay

On behalf of the team I would like to thank everyone that has supported us this year, our officials 
Marg Lamerton, Jon Vass, Marian McAllister. The team behind the team which is you, our family, our 
community.  

So, this is not the end of our story. We have spent the last 13 years working hard to get to this point where 
we are now a genuine contender. We remain hungrier and more determined than ever.   

Craig Brown
IRB Captain

IRB REPORT 
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The Club’s swimming and Pool Rescue programs continued to provide valuable opportunities for members 
to develop their fitness, technical skills and confidence in the water. A key focus of our club swimming 
program has been building endurance and swim capability in our younger members, with the aim of 
improving ocean performance and establishing a pathway towards more advanced club-based swim 
training in future years.

Tuesday night pool swimming continued to attract strong participation throughout the season. While we 
were unfortunately unable to secure a second coach, a dedicated group of parents ensured the program 
continued to run successfully. Their commitment to delivering the weekly training program has been greatly 
appreciated. It has been pleasing to hear positive feedback from coaches and members regarding 
improved beach swim performances, highlighting the benefits of consistent swim training. 

Pool Rescue training was once again open to a broad range of members, helping to encourage 
participation across junior, youth and open age groups. While numbers in some age groups remain a 
challenge, the enthusiasm and commitment shown by those involved was outstanding.

A particular strength of the pool rescue program this year was the coaching team. Ali Hill and I were 
joined by Ben Wallbridge, whose enthusiasm and expertise added valuable depth to the program. With 
three active coaches throughout the season, athletes benefited from increased technical instruction and 
individual support. Ben’s addition to the team has been a tremendous asset and will help support the 
continued growth and development of our Pool Rescue program.

To further strengthen our coaching knowledge, Ali and I attended a Surf Life Saving SA Pool Rescue 
coaching clinic led by Australian Lifesaving Team Open Pool Coach Rebecca Hartmann. The clinic 
provided valuable insights into evolving techniques and training methods, reinforcing the importance of 
continually developing coaching practices to maximise athlete performance.

A small but enthusiastic group of Junior, Youth and Open competitors represented Somerton at State 
Championships and carnivals throughout the season. Congratulations to Richie, Lachie, Fletcher, Ollie, Will, 
Arthur, Bodie, Maggie, Jacob, Alex, Oscar N, Benji, Sam, Maya, Dylan, Oscar C, Arabella, Emma and Walter 
for their efforts and achievements. Special congratulations to Walter, who was awarded the Overall U11 
Male Champion medal.

As always, none of this would be possible without the support of our volunteer officials. A sincere thank 
you to Loo, Marg, Anne-Marie, Tash, Amy, Mel and Shae for generously giving their time at training and 
competition events throughout the season. We are also grateful to Kate for her assistance with scuba pool 
set-up at carnivals and State Championships.

Thank you to all athletes, coaches, officials and parents who supported the program throughout the 
season. We look forward to continuing to build participation, develop skills and create opportunities for our 
members in the years ahead.

Janet Denton
Pool (Swim) Captain

POOL (SWIM) CAPTAIN REPORT
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Junior Medals
Gold - U11 Male 50m Obstacle – Walter
Gold - U11 Male 50m Brick Carry – Walter
Silver - U11 Male 50m Fins – Walter
Silver – U12 Male line throw –Dylan & Oscar
Bronze – U12/13 Female Medley Relay – Emma (composite w/ Semaphore, Seacliff)
*Overall U11 Male Champion – Walter Johns

Youth & Open Medals
Gold - U17 Male Rescue Medley – Lachlan
Gold - U17 Male Line Throw – Lachlan & Oliver
Gold – U15 Male 50m Manikin carry - William
Silver – U15 Male 200m Obstacles – Oliver
Silver – U15 Male 100m Manikin Tow - William
Silver – U15 Male Super Lifesaver – Oliver
Silver – U15 Male 50m Fins – William
Silver – U15 Male 100m Manikin Carry w/ Fins - Oliver
Silver - U15 Male Rescue Medley – William
Silver – Open Male Medley Relay - Richie, Lachlan, Fletcher, Oliver
Silver – U15 Male Line Throw - Arthur & Bodie
Silver – U15 Male Obstacle Relay – William, Arthur, Bodie, Jacob
Silver – U15 Male Manikin Relay – William, Arthur, Bodie, Jacob
Silver – U15 Male Medley Relay – William, Arthur, Bodie, Jacob
Silver – U14 Female Line Throw – Maya (composite w/ South Port)
Bronze – U17 200m Obstacles - Lachlan
Bronze – U17 100m Manikin Tow - Lachlan
Bronze –U17 50m Manikin Carry - Lachlan
Bronze –U17 Super Lifesaver - Lachlan
Bronze –U17 100m Manikin Carry w/ Fins - Lachlan
Bronze – U15 200m Obstacles - William
Bronze – U15 Super Lifesaver - William
Bronze –U15 50m Manikin Carry - Oliver
Bronze –U15 50m Fins - Oliver
Bronze - U15 Male Rescue Medley – Oliver
Bronze - Open Male Obstacle Relay - Richie, Lachlan, Fletcher, Oliver
Bronze – U15 Female Manikin Relay – Maggie (composite w/ Southport, Semaphore, WB)
Bronze – U15 Male Obstacle Relay – Alex (composite w/ Henley, Brighton, Seacliff)
Bronze – U15 Male Medley Relay – Alex (composite w/ WB, Brighton, Seacliff)
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Season 2025/26 was, by any measure, the most 
satisfying competition season Somerton has had in 
recent memory. Not because of the medal count, 
though there were plenty of those, but because of 
what sat underneath it. Athletes who were making 
up the numbers two seasons ago are now making 
finals. Our U15 group has become genuinely 
competitive. Our U17s are racing in Open events 
and holding their own. And for the first time in a 
long time, we took a real team to the Australian 
Championships under our own cap. 

From a coaching point of view, the two outcomes 
we chase above all others are improvement and 
best effort. This season delivered both, consistently, 
and that is the result I am most proud of.

State Championships
The championships opened in warm, relatively 
flat conditions, and the senior and U17 squads set 
the tone immediately. We put crews into the male 
U17, U19 and Open board rescue finals, which was 
exactly where we had targeted. Richie and Fletcher 
finished fourth in the Open and raced exceptionally 
well, backing it up with fifth in the U19.

The U17 swim team of Lachy, Austin and Ollie was 
the highlight of the day, with all three coming out 
of the water on the front row and the crew taking 
silver by the narrowest of margins from gold. Our 
Open swim team also acquitted themselves well 
against some very large opposition. Across the iron 
events we had Liv, Lachy and Austin into U17 finals, 
Fletcher into the U19 final, and Austin and Richie 
through the Open semis. Richie’s progression into 
the Open Ironman final was a first for him and a 
genuinely proud moment. To close the day, Lachy 
and Austin lined up in the U19 double ski and 
finished ninth of sixteen in a field that included last 
year’s Australian champions. We will medal in that 
race before long.

Day two belonged to our youth. The morning 
began with the 2 x 1km teams, where our U15 
pairing of Ollie and Arthur and our Open pairing 
of James and Richie went out at the fastest pace I 
have seen at any state championship. It looked as 
hard as it was.

Our U14 boys — Thomas, Jacob and Noah — then 
opened their campaign and raced better than 
they had all season, across both individual and 
team events. The U15 boys lit the course up. Will 
took silver in the board race, Ollie took silver in the 
iron, and the trio of Arthur, Will and Ollie collected 
bronze in both the board relay and the surf teams, 
with Will and Ollie adding silver in the board rescue. 
In the U17s, Lachy and Austin qualified for the ski 

final off a strong semi and were narrowly outside the 
cut in their board races, while the U17 board relay 
of Lachy, Austin and Ollie missed the podium by the 
smallest of margins. A special mention to Liv, who 
raced both U17 board and ski. She has improved 
enormously this season, and it took real courage 
to line up for a ski race at a state championship 
having raced the craft only once before.

The final day opened with the 2km individual run, 
where Arthur took on the U15 and Adelaide backed 
up across both the U17 and Open women’s events 
for four kilometres of racing in a morning. Both 
worked hard and held good pace throughout. 
The individual swims followed, and we saw strong 
performances across all four divisions with a long 
list of top-ten finishes, Ollie adding another silver to 
his collection. Lachy and Austin both raced well in 
the U17 ski final, Austin finishing seventh in a quick 
race, and it was terrific to field a U17 Taplin team 
with Ollie joining the two of them. Richie contested 
his first Open Ironman final and raced with the pack 
the whole way — we want our club cap in premier 
events as often as possible, and there should be 
more of this.

The last race of the championships was the U15 
Cameron, where we fielded two teams: Ollie, Arthur 
and Will, and Jacob, Thomas and Noah. Both raced 
superbly, with our older crew taking silver to finish 
the weekend on a high. All told, Somerton came 
home with six silver and two bronze medals from a 
squad that is still, on the whole, young.

State Representation
Congratulations to Oliver Stephan on selection in 
the state team, as one of only four U15 boys chosen. 
Ollie went on to represent South Australia in the 
State Pathways Competition at Kirra, held between 
the Youth and Senior Championships, capping a 
season in which he was among our most consistent 
performers across every discipline he entered.

SURF SPORTS



53

Australian Championships – Kirra
The 2026 Australian Surf Life Saving Championships 
ran across nine days at Kirra Beach from 21 to 29 
March, and Somerton was represented by fourteen 
competitors: ten in the Youth Championships, three 
in the Seniors and one in the Masters. That is a 
significant step up for this club, and something we 
have been building towards for several seasons.

Aussies is always the benchmark for where we sit 
nationally, and racing against the depth of the 
Queensland and New South Wales clubs on their 
home break is a demanding way to find out. Kirra 
delivered on that reputation. The opening days of 
the Senior Championships brought particularly large 
surf, which forced a modified program and pushed 
much of the racing into the back half of the week. 
That tested adaptability and endurance as much 
as skill.

Our highlights: 

•	 Lachy claimed bronze in the U17 Champion 
Lifesaver, an outstanding result in one of the 
most demanding events on the program.

•	 Jon Vass took silver in the 65–69 years Beach 
Flags and finished a very respectable fifth in 
his beach sprint, continuing a strong record at 
national level.

•	 Oliver Stephan represented South Australia in 
the State Pathways Competition.

Beyond the results, the week gave us real insight 
into what the next step looks like: preparation, 
managing energy across a long multi-day event, 
and refining our training so that more of our 
athletes progress beyond the early rounds. The 2027 
Championships will be held on the Sunshine Coast, 
and we go there better informed than we arrived 
at Kirra.

Board Riding State Championships
Small, clean conditions greeted us at Middleton for 
the 2026 SA Surf Life Saving Surfing Competition, 
and all three of our competitors handled them well. 
Oliver Stephan took bronze in the U15s and Thomas 
Carr-Hayball progressed through to the final to finish 
fifth, while Noah Stephan surfed excellently and 
needed only a back-up wave to join them. This was 
our biggest field of surfers in some years, and it is a 
discipline we would like to keep growing. Big thanks 
to Ben Wallbridge for managing the team and day.

Thank You
None of this happens without the people off the 
sand. Thank you to Loo Keighran, Anne-Marie and 
Marg for officiating across the state championships, 
and to Loo in particular for seven full days on 
the beach at Aussies, finals day included — a 
substantial commitment and one our team 
benefited from directly. 

Thank you to Matthew Fettke and Melanie Lovejoy 
for team managing our youth squad at Kirra, and 
to Ali Hill for coordinating the team dinner and for 
securing Axelent and Custom Built as sponsors of 
our touring tops. Thank you to James for delivering 
the Wednesday night board program week in and 
week out, and to Ben Stephan for the photography 
that captured the season so well. 

Matt Fettke deserves a paragraph of his own. 
Transport, advice, training, organisation, or simply 
laminating a schedule — across both the Youth and 
Senior campaigns, he made everyone’s job easier, 
mine most of all. It is noted and it is appreciated.
And to our parents and families: thank you for 
packing and moving craft, for managing athletes, 
for the encouragement that goes further than you 
know, and for the trust you place in this program. It 
matters. 

Looking Ahead
I am incredibly proud of this squad and of what 
they produced at both States and Aussies. The 
group is young, the appetite is obvious, and the 
improvement curve over the past twelve months 
has been steep. With the athletes we have coming 
through and the new faces joining them, the next 
twelve to twenty-four months should be genuinely 
exciting for Somerton surf sports. 

Green, white and black.

Brad Keighran
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LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
As presented by the Life Membership Committee, endorsed by the Board of Management and the 
membership at the 65th Annual General Meeting held 31st August 2025, the following members were 
bestowed with the honour of Life Membership of the Somerton Surf Life Saving Club.

ANNE-MARIE McBRIDE

Anne-Marie arrived at Somerton on 1st November 1997 to enrol her children in the nipper program, and 
remarkably she is still here volunteering 28 years later. 

Initially, Anne-Marie became involved in the social and fund-raising side of the club in the days of the 
old brick clubhouse where space was very limited, and facilities were basic. It was in the early 2000’s that 
nipper numbers really started to explode, and the club was pleading with parents to take up the mantle as 
a Carnival Official.  Anne-Marie’s first carnival was in the 2004/5 season. 

Anne-Marie volunteered as an official so she could be involved with her three children who were all in the 
junior life saving program.  Initially, she only officiated at Junior carnivals, but it wasn’t long, and weekends 
were consumed with both Junior and Senior carnivals and eventually Masters carnivals.  Even the “off-
season” saw her poolside officiating at Pool Rescue Championships which started around 2012. 

Anne-Marie first officiated at Junior State Championships on 26th February 2005 at Seacliff, and 20 seasons 
later she is still officiating, making her Somerton’s longest serving official.  Anne-Marie attained her Level 
1Surf Official Award in 2007 and in 2020 was elevated to Technical Official.  In addition, Anne-Marie has 
officiated at World Life Saving Championships in 2018 at Glenelg, and most recently World Lifesaving 
Championships at Kurrawa in 2024.

Anne-Marie’s volunteering at the club extended beyond officiating at carnivals. It was after the new club 
house was opened in November 2005 that she answered the call for volunteers to work the bistro on Friday 
nights.  Anne-Marie volunteered in the Bistro for eight years from 2005 to 2013.  

In 2018, her youngest daughter moved interstate, and she no longer had any children actively competing 
in surf. However, the camaraderie of the surf family built up over the years has kept Anne-Marie coming 
back year after year, volunteering to officiate in water events. She has earned the admiration and respect 
of fellow members, both from Somerton and other clubs along the coast.  
    
 Along the way, Anne-Marie was recognised by her peers being awarded Somerton Official of the Year in 
2014 and was also awarded Active Long Service Membership at the 2014 AGM.

The Life Membership Committee would like to acknowledge the assistance of Surf Life Saving South 
Australia and Richard Crowe who have provided the carnival participation records for Anne-Marie.
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ALAN WINSON

Alan Winson joined Somerton Surf Life Saving Club on 14th November 2001, maintaining unbroken 
membership for 24 years.  He brought his family to the club, and his children joined the nipper program.  It 
didn’t take long for him to make his mark on the club, being awarded “Best Club Person” in 2003. 

In his early years at the club, fund-raising was his specialty as he had the gift of the gab, and he certainly 
put it to good use for the benefit of the club. It didn’t matter what it was, he could make a buck for the 
club.  Crab lotto, raffle tickets, the 100 Club, Miss Beach Girl contest, wheelbarrow beer raffles, lucky 
squares, gaining sponsorship, quiz nights to raise funds for Aussie touring teams, convincing traders along 
Jetty Road, Glenelg to donate prizes for raffles – he did it all.  Many of the club’s older members will 
remember his famous “Beer and Soup” fundraising nights held at their family home. 

 Although we think of Alan as a Beach Coach, he originally started out as a swimming coach. He was 
recognised in the 2002/2003 Annual Report for his contribution to pool coaching.

It was in 2004/5 season that Alan took up beach coaching. Alan had no formal training but sidled up 
to every coach on the beach, listening and learning their craft.  It certainly paid off, with him coaching 
multiple teams to medals in sprints, flags and especially relays.  Alan was also Team Manager for countless 
trips to Aussies, either at Scarborough or on the Gold Coast.   

Alan had a couple of seasons away from coaching but returned full-time as a beach coach again in 
2018 and had immediate success with Somerton youth at carnivals, with medals in sprints and relays.  He 
expanded his training to include nippers, and you will see him on the beach throughout the season, on 
weeknights and every Saturday afternoon, helping nippers and youth hone their skills. 

 It has been many seasons since either of his children have been involved in Surf Life Saving but he has 
maintained his involvement and love for Somerton and Surf Life Saving, enjoying the camaraderie and 
respect of fellow members, both from Somerton and other Clubs along the coast.

Along the way, Alan was recognised by his peers being awarded Best Club Person, the Most Outstanding 
Service Award, Coach of the Year and the “Andrew Holt Perpetual Trophy for Commitment and 
Contribution to Beach Sports”.  Alan was also awarded Active Long Service Membership at the 2014 AGM.
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PATROL SERVICE HONOUR BOARD             

			   HOURS			   SEASONS
2000 Hours
Robert Hood (Jnr)	 2584	 Life Member	 52

1000 Hours
Gregory Brown	 1490			   16	
Jason Bradley	 1413	 Life Member	 31
Tim Fletcher		  1173	 Life Member	 27
Matthew Fletcher	 1166	 Life Member	 30
Paul Lewandowski	 1081	 Life Member	 18
James McBride	 1050	 Life Member	 24

750 Hours
Warwick Holland	 892	 Life Member	 24
Craig Brown		  873			   21
Jack Milsteed	 823			   17
Robin McBride	 805	 Life member	 22
Matthew McAllister	 783			   14
Brittany Miller		 757			   9

500 Hours
Adam McAllister	 746			   13
Peter Hood		  719	 Life Member	 17
Adam Clutterbuck	 691			   18
Sally Mainsbridge	 680			   21
John Stewart		 657			   13
Barry Jones		  643	 Life Member	 28
Mark Williams		 640	 Life Member	 24
Lisa Window		  628			   12
Brad Keighran	 615			   16
Melissa Millsteed (Silcox)	 610	 Life Member	 18
Sarah Nieman (Nathan)	 601			   18
William Smith		 590	 Life Member	 21
Thomas Loftus	 573			   30
Daryll Holland	 571			   11
Mark Simusen	 568			   11
David Meaney	 568	 Life member	 11
Sarah Bradley (Milburn)	 566	 Life Member	 17
Darren McAllister	 549			   11
Marian McAllister	 544			   15
Anthony Kidney	 541	 Life Member
Charlotte Twizell	 539			   20
Kate Lally		  538			   17
Matthew Ackland	 534			   6
Troy Bettineschi	 529			   14
Connor Fear		  524			   11
Ray Nussio		  521	 Life Member	 22
Melanie Carter	 514			   11
Sarah Cutbush	 512			   14
Ashlee Provis (Rebuli)	 512			   20
David Provis		  508			   12
Max Hosking		  501			   15

Federal and State Service Medals

Robert Hood (Jnr)	 National Medal		  2021
James McBride	 National Medal		  2024
Sally Mainsbridge	 National Medal		  2025
Robert Hood (Jnr)	 S.A. Emergency Service Medal	 2025
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TOTAL PATROL HOURS FOR THIS SEASON 
INCLUDING FOR OTHER ORGANISATIONS		

SURNAME 	 FIRST NAME	 HOURS
Ackland	 Grant	 36	
Ackland	 Matthew	 41	
Ainsby	 Lauren	 20.5	
Andrews	 Lilly	 18.25	
Andrews	 Shannon	 42.5	
Annear	 John	 41.75	
Atkinson	 Ryan	 10	
Barker	 Cleo	 25	
Bettineschi	 Maggie	 36	
Bettineschi	 Troy	 45.25	
Boulton	 Adelaide	 22.42	
Boulton	 Peter	 10	
Brammy	 Chloe	 20	
Brammy	 Scarlett	 5	
Brookes	 Neil	 34.73	
Brown	 Amy	 7	
Brown	 Craig	 37.5	
Brown	 Ernie	 5	
Brown	 Gregory	 275.75	
Brown	 Lily	 20	
Brumfield	 Isabel	 22.25
Brumfield	 Lachlan	 16	
Brumfield	 Tony	 36.75
Camilleri	 Jackson	 25.75
Carr	 Mary	 8.25
Carr-Hayball	 Thomas	 24.25
Carter	 Aimee	 26	
Carter	 Melanie	 25	
Casey	 Anthony	 15	
Casey	 Carolyn	 8	
Clancy	 Don	 18.5
Clancy	 Lucienne	 28	
Cleggett	 Isla	 0	
Clutterbuck	 Adam	 26.25
Cook	 Sandra	 5.5	
Coveney	 Tamika	 33.75	
Cutbush	 Sarah	 30	
Denton	 Janet (Emma)	 26.5
Denton	 Nathan	 15	
Derman	 Ashley	 39.17
Derman	 Lynda	 27.67
Eichner	 Kate	 0	
Fear	 Connor	 42	
Fear	 Lachlan	 23.5
Fear	 Zachary	 10	
Fettke	 Jacob	 39.67
Fettke	 Lachlan	 44.5
Fettke	 Matthew	 75	
Fuller	 Aiden	 24.75
Fuller	 Caitlin	 35.5
Fuller	 Jaimee	 27.25
Hamilton	 Abbey	 41.75
Hayward	 Will	 10	
Heaney	 Indi	 25	
Heard	 Kevin	 8	
Hedley	 Bodie	 19.5
Hendrie	 Gilly	 14	
Hill	 Alison	 54.25
Hill	 Ashton	 52.73
Hill	 Campbell	 65.75
Hill	 Jade	 36.5
Hockley	 Jack	 15	
Hood	 Robert	 281	
Hosking	 Max	 29.5	

Hoxey	 Andrew	 28.25
Hughes	 Michael	 20	
Jasson	 Natasha	 24.25
Jasson	 Timothy	 28	
Johns	 Sam	 11.5
Keighran	 Brad	 37	
Keighran	 Fergus	 5	
Keukenmeester	 Ellie	 44.5
Kloeden	 Bree	 21	
Knights	 Ben	 14.75
Knights	 Ruby	 34.5
Kupniewski	 Harvey	 37.5
Kupniewski	 Sidney	 37.5
Lally	 Kate	 31.5
Lawrence	 William	 32.5
Lawson	 Louise	 77	
Lewandowski	 Paul	 41.5
Lewis	 Robert	 32	
Lindsay	 Bethany	 23	
Lovejoy	 Melanie	 25.5
Low	 Olivia	 52.5
Mainsbridge	 Sally	 32.83
Maniscalco	 Francesca	 20.25
Martin	 Andrew	 19	
Mayfield	 Caroline	 35	
Mayfield	 Richard	 59	
McAdam	 Olivia	 13.5
McAdam	 Ross	 20	
McAdam	 Sarah	 25	
McAllister	 Adam	 30	
McAllister	 Alexander	 30.25
McAllister	 Darren	 56.5
McAllister	 Marian	 46.5
McAllister	 Matthew	 30	
McBride	 James	 69	
McBride	 Robin	 36.58
Millsteed	 Jack	 5	
Murphy	 Isabella	 50	
Murphy	 William	 15.75
Nankivell	 Heath	 0	
Niemann	 Arthur	 34.25
Niemann	 Lachlan	 10.5
Niemann	 Sarah	 30.5
Norton	 Rhys	 15	
Nussio	 Raymond	 17.5
Poetsch	 Dallis	 25	
Poetsch	 Kirsten	 30	
Porter	 Mika	 11.25
Pribanic	 Austin	 29	
Pribanic	 Ayden	 30	
Pribanic	 Tammie	 32	
Provis	 Ashlee	 33.25
Provis	 David	 22.25
Rawson	 Archie	 15	
Rebuli	 Megan	 32.25	
Ross	 Ryan	 24.25	
Stephan	 Noah	 20.75
Stephan	 Oliver	 104.5
Stevens	 Jennifer	 25	
Stevenson	 Annabel	 37.02
Stewart	 Alexandra	 21	
Stewart	 John	 60.5
Taylor	 Jason	 18.25	
Thomas	 William	 20	
Thomas	 Zoya	 17.83	

Thompson	 Ishtah	 15	
Tippins	 Duncan	 27	
Tippins	 Fletcher	 39.5	
Toon	 Jennifer	 38.5	
Toon	 Jerry	 54.5	
Turner	 Grant	 38	
Twizell	 Charlotte	 31.5	
Van Der Merwe	 Alexandre	 30.5	
Vass	 Jonathan	 26	
Wallbridge	 Ben	 13.5	
Williams	 Fynn	 16.5	
Window	 Lisa	 19	
Window	 Piper	 3.5	
Window	 Ryder	 5.5	
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During the early part of the season, I was privileged as your Chaplain to help out with the SEALS program 
with Margie Brown. I found this to be a very rewarding time as I mingled with the children, adults and 
parents of this group. What a joy to help people to experience the beach which they otherwise might not 
have had the opportunity to do so. Such an important program indeed.

It was great to catch up with some of the Nippers and their families on the beach as well. Offering a 
friendly ear to some of the kids that needed to share with me. It is always a pleasure to catch up with those 
on patrol duty on the beach. It was wonderful to see the kids take part in the competitions throughout the 
season.

I attended the Annual Club Award’s night at the Somerton Bar and Bistro and it was very encouraging to 
see our young and older folk receive their awards. 

God Bless each member of the club you are all awesome.

Rev’d Barb

CLUB CHAPLAIN REPORT

Somerton once again fielded a strong contingent of competitors in the Champion Lifesaver discipline. 
All competitors from the 2024/25 season returned, joined by Richie Mayfield, Arthur Niemann and Bodie 
Hedley. Unfortunately, Bodie was unable to compete this season due to injury. Training sessions were held 
on Wednesday afternoons prior to the NGNG sessions and provided a valuable opportunity for competitors 
to develop and refine their skills.

At the 2025/26 State Titles, Somerton fielded six competitors in the Champion Lifesaver competition. The 
beach and water components were held at Glenelg SLSC, where the team produced an outstanding 
performance, returning home with an impressive medal haul of two gold, three silver and one bronze 
medal.

Will Lawrence, Richie Mayfield and Lachie Fettke progressed to the Australian Championships after 
qualifying either as State Champions in their respective age groups or via wildcard entry. The team also 
benefited from expert coaching provided by Andrew Chapman from Seacliff SLSC, who generously 
assisted throughout the campaign.

Building on their excellent state performances, the team achieved outstanding results at the Australian 
Championships. Lachie secured a bronze medal, while Will finished 5th and Richie placed 7th in their 
respective competitions.

Champion Lifesaver will return in 2026/27, and I look forward to welcoming additional competitors to 
the discipline as we continue to strengthen Somerton’s presence and reputation as a consistent, high-
performing Champion Lifesaver club.

Duncan Tippens

CHAMPION LIFESAVER REPORT
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After last season’s numbers and strong results at the State Championships, Alan and I were
hopeful that we would see increased commitment and participation this season.
Unfortunately, that was not the case.

Numbers started strongly when pre-season training commenced in September on the grass
at Brighton Secondary School. However, once the season began, attendance gradually
declined to the point where Wednesday training sessions had to be cancelled. Saturday
sessions were not much better, with only a handful of competitors regularly attending
training.

To help address the decline in numbers, we explored opportunities to work with neighbouring
Surf Clubs and combine Saturday training sessions. This initiative stemmed from the low
participation experienced last season and was aimed at providing a stronger training
environment for all athletes. Unfortunately, despite our efforts, this arrangement did not
eventuate.

As this season marks our final year as Beach Captain and Coach, we would like to sincerely
thank all members of the beach squad, past and present, for their dedication and efforts over
the years. Together, we have celebrated many outstanding achievements, not only at State
Championships but also at Australian Championships. We have thoroughly enjoyed
coaching, travelling with, and watching the success of our athletes.

Seeing so many of you grow from enthusiastic 13-year-olds into young adults balancing
school, university, work, and sport has been incredibly rewarding. The success you have
brought to Somerton is a testament to your commitment, resilience, and character.

While Alan and I will continue to assist with the junior beach program, the time has come for
us to step aside and allow fresh faces and new ideas to lead the senior beach squad into the
future.

Thank you all for the memories, friendships, and achievements. We wish you every success
in the years ahead.

BEACH REPORT
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State Championship Results
Despite the challenges with competitor numbers throughout the season, Somerton athletes
continued to perform strongly at the State Championships, achieving several outstanding
results. 

Senior Beach Medal Winners
 
Silver
Piper Window – Open Beach Sprints
Piper Window – Open Flags
Open Female Relay – Adelaide Boulton, Sarah McAdam, Bella Murphy, Piper
Window
Mixed Open Relay – Jack Millsteed, Bella Murphy, Piper Window, Ryder Window

Bronze
U17 Mixed Relay – Adelaide Boulton, Lachlan Fettke, Ollie Stephan and composite
team member

Creditable 4th Place Finishes
Jaimee Fuller – U14 Flags
Sarah McAdam – U19 Flags
Open Male Relay – Aiden Fuller, Richard Mayfield, Jack Millsteed, Ryder Window
 

Masters Results
Gold
Duncan Tippins – Sprints
Duncan Tippins – Flags
Lisa Window – Flags
Female Relay – Jade Hill, Lou Lawson, Marian McAllister, Lisa Window
 
Silver
Marian McAllister – Sprints

Bronze
Cam Hill – Flags 

These results are a reflection of the dedication and effort of our athletes and demonstrate
that Somerton continues to perform strongly at the highest level of beach competition.
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Andrew Meaney Perpetual Trophy for Commitment and Contribution to Surf Boats	
John Stewart
	
Amanda Wilson Perpetual Trophy for Commitment and Contribution to IRB Racing	
Richard Mayfield
	
Jason Bradley Perpetual Trophy for Commitment and Contribution to Surf Sports	
Duncan Tippins
		
Andrew Holt Perpetual Trophy for Commitment and Contribution to Beach Sports	
Alan Winson
	
Stonecraft Rising Star	 William Lawrence	
	
Somersquad Member of the Year	 Jacob Fettke
	
Warwick Holland Perpetual Trophy for Commitment and Contribution to the Junior Program	
Rhianna Hedley
		
Club Captain Award	 Gregory Brown
	
Life Saver of the Year	 Robert Hood
	
Official of the Year	 Loo Keighran
	
Cat Wirth Service Award	 Janet Denton
		
Volunteer of the Year	 Tash Jasson
	
Most Outstanding Service 	 Ray Nussio
	
Best Female Competitor	 Aimee Carter
	
Best Male Competitor	 Lachlan Fettke
		
Best Masters Competitor	 Duncan Tippins
		
Best Team	 IRB Premiership Team
	
	
Swim	 Winners
Club Swim - Handicap	 Duncan Tippins
	 Adam Palkovics
	 Kate Lally
 
“The Southern Cross Mile” - Mile Swim Handicap	 Oliver Stephan
	 Richard Mayfield
	 Fletcher Tippins
 
“The Robin Kidney Award” - Fastest Mile	 Ashlee Provis
	 Oliver Stephan
	 Richard Mayfield
	
	
Super 6 Patrol Hours	 Winner
Super Six Patrol Member – 1st 	 Robert Hood
Super Six Patrol Member – 2nd 	 Oliver Stephan
Super Six Patrol Member – 3rd 	 Gregory Brown
Super Six Patrol Member – 4th 	 Louise Lawson
Super Six Patrol Member – 5th 	 Matthew Fettke
Super Six Patrol Member – 6th 	 James McBride
	
Patrol Group of the year  	 Patrol H - Matt Fettke, Darren McAllister
	
	

SENIOR PRESENTATION NIGHT 
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SENIOR CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS
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I am pleased to report that season 25/26 for the Somerton SEALs (Somerton’s special needs nipper 
program) and our 12th has been another great success.

The SEALs ran every Saturday from the 3rd January to the 7th March (the last day of nippers) from 11.30am 
to 12.30pm and we were very lucky to have good weather and water conditions despite the Algal Bloom 
issues for most of our season. Thankyou to Minda Aquatic Centre who hosted us on the 10th January for our 
only day without clear water conditions. It was a nice change to have warm water!

The Somerton SEALs has been developed to provide more opportunities for ‘community’ for those with 
special needs. The program is not just about the participants, but also about the whole family having that 
community. 

Our volunteer base has grown again to 21 people this season, which is wonderful for our participants.  
Quite a few of our volunteers are 21 and under and we are very proud of their commitment to the SEALs. 
Initial concern over the algal bloom meant a slight drop in our regular participant numbers but as the 
season progressed, we welcomed 2 new families to our program and we are hoping to increase our 
participant numbers next season. We had 9 regular participants ranging from school age to young adults, 
some of whom have been with us for the entire 12 years. We are so grateful for their and their families’ 
friendship and support of our little program. 

This season saw the first Inclusive Beach Carnival for SA, organised by Semaphore Surf Life Saving 
Club’s Seabirds- their inclusive program. Somerton were represented by 2 participants and 2 of our Age 
managers.  It was a fantastic carnival with events including flags, inter club relays, wades and boards, with 
our participants bringing home 2 silver and 1 gold medal! Congratulations to Semaphore for hosting such a 
successful event, it is really encouraging to see so many wonderful programs available throughout SA. We 
hope to be involved in more of these events moving forward.

Every year on our last day of the season we run our program, enjoy rides in the IRB and then come up to 
the club shed to present our participation medals and certificates.  This year, this coincided with Somerton’s 
65th yr celebration and the juniors invited us to participate with them in a collaborative Art piece to be 
displayed at the party in the evening. We all added our handprints and names to a canvas sheet that was 
proudly displayed at the event. Thankyou Tash Jasson and Rhianna Hedley for helping us!

To our wonderful volunteers, thankyou, you are amazing! They manage to fit our program in along with 
nippers, patrol and water cover commitments. A thankyou also to our patrols who help our volunteers with 
IRB rides at the end of our sessions, they are very popular with our participants. 

Lastly, thank you to our fabulous participants and their families, we are humbled by your trust in us and 
Somerton!

See you on the beach! 

Margie Brown
Somerton SEALs Coordinator

SOMERTON SEALS
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This season we had one women’s masters crew compete in the Masters State Championships, marking the 
first Somerton crew to compete in two seasons. 

We also held a successful come and trial session during Saturday nippers, attracting several new rowers 
who have since been training with the aim of competing in future seasons. 

We were proud to fill two crews of New rowers for the Anzac Day memorial service at Brighton jetty this 
year. 

We look forward to continuing to develop our new rowers and competing in the 2026/27 season. 

Grant Turner
Boat Captain 

SURF BOATS REPORT
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